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To the Pariſhioners 
of Kirkby-Knowle, 
and Thirkleby, 


| Mr BRETHREN, 

the Diſtempen amongſt - 

© the Cattle daily ap- 

proaches, I beg Leave to 
recommend to your more 
ſerious Feruſal, what was 
ſome Time fince delroer d. 
from the Pulpit. And 
| that it may have ſuch an 

1 Effect upon your Lives 


And 


= 


eur 18 the ud * ü : 
Your molt affectionate, 


and faithful Paſtor, 


F. ind. 


PsALM cxxxvi, Ver. 1. 
O give Thanks unto the Lord, for 
he is good; for his Mercy en- 
dureth foi ever. - 


„Vall the Duties incum- 
bent upon a Chriſti- 


agreeable to Reaſon, 
none more ſuitable to 


the Deity, than that of praiſing 
his holy Name, for the manifold 


Bleſſings of Life. This was the 


Practice of the primitive Chriſtians, 
and what we ought to look upon 
as the principal Part, both of our 


private and publick Devotions. 


A From 


5 6 an, there is none more 


223 — 
— —— 2 


From hence the Commemora- 
tion of the Sacrifice of the Death 

of Chriſt, which was formerly 
celebrated every Lord's Day, was 
call'd by the Church, the Eucha- 
riſt, or Feaſt of Thankſgiving : 
And {ſure with the utmoſt Propri- 
ety, when one great End of it 
was gratefully to remember the 

mighty Bleſſings and Benefits con- 
fer'd upon us, by his Death and 
Paſſion. The chief of which is, 
that we are thereby reſcued from 
everlaſting Death, and made ca- 
pable of Life eternal : The Good- 
neſs of God being pleaſed to ac- 
cept of the Suffering of his Son in 
our Stead, as a full Satisfaction for 
the Sins of the whole World. 
And notwithſtanding we are not 
{o accurate in our Works as the 
Goſpel requires, yet he will be 
pleaſed to accept of the Sincerity 
of our Hearts, inſtead of abſolute 
RL? Perfection 


05) 


Perfection in our Actions. But 
that we may ſtrive to be per- 
fecl, even as our Father which 15 
in Heaven is perfect *, he is graci- 
ouſly pleaſed to renew and confirm. 

in us his aſſiſting Grace, every 

Time we worthily receive the 
Holy Sacrament. $0 that we 
thereby become better enabled to 
do our Duty to God and Man ; 
to bear hook Proſperity and Ad- 
verſity with a true Chriſtian Tem- 
per of Mind; and to go through 
all the other Temprations of this 
ſinful World, with an Heroic 
Bravery, becoming the Diſciples 


. of. Jeſus Chriſt. 


But theſe are Bleſſings of ſo 
high 2. Nature, and of that Con- 


_ ſequence to Mankind in general, 


that it is impoſſible but they muſt 
have often been duly weighd, by 


every one that calls haaſelC a 
| 1 Chriſti- 


Matthero v. 48. 


Chriſtian; and more particularly 
at this Time, before he preſumes 
to come to this Holy Table. And 
they are Topics which I have ſo 
often expatiated on before upon 
this Occaſion, that I will beg 
Leave, for the preſent, to follow 
the Example of the Holy Pſalmiſt, 
in recounting the many temporal 
Bleſſings we enjoy, and making 
ſuitable Reflections on the more 
common Diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence. 9 5 


In the Words immediately fol- 
lowing my Text, the Plalmiſt 

bleſſes God, for the Work of 

Creation; who, By Wiſdom, made 
the Heavens, and ſtretched out the 
Earth above the Water, for his 
Mercy endureth for ever. (Ver. 5. 


and 6.) A noble Inſtance indeed T 


of the Goodneſs of the Deity, 
and truly worthy of the God of 
Heaven , This gracious Act has 


afforded 


wn. Ad 


VV 
afforded us a Proof of his Wiſdom, 

Omnipotence, and Eternity, not 
to be contradicted by the moſt 
hardened Infidel; be: in which 
all other Bleſſings are compris d. 


The Idols of the Heathen are 
Silver and Gold, the Work of Mens 
Hands. They have Mouths but 
they ſpeak not; they have Ears 
but they hear not ; neither 1s there 
any Breath in their Mouths *. But 
Our God made great Lights, the 
Sun to rule by Day ; the Moon 
and the Stars by Night ; for hts 
Mercy endureth for ever (V. 8. 9.) 
Theſe are productive of ſuch nu- 
merous Bleſſings to Mankind, the 
which if they ſhould be written eve- 
ry one, I ſuppoſe that even the 
World itſelf could not contain the 
Books that ſhould be written ]. 
And theſe are Bleſſings ſo obvi- 
mn © 


* Pſalm CxxXV, 15, 16, 17. 
| Jobn xxi, 25. 


* 


(Cay 7 
ous to the loweſt Capacity, I pre- 
ſume it will be needleſs to ſpend 
much Time in remarking them: 
For who is ſo ignorant as not to 
know that Night and Day, Food 
and Raiment, Seed-Time and Har- 
veſt, and the Fruits of the Earth 
are produced in due Seaſon, by 
the genial Warmth of the Sun? 
It is to this World, what the Soul 
is to the Body. Without the 
benign Influence of the One all 
Nature muſt ſtand ſtill, our Syſtem 
be diffolv'd; and this our Planet 
loſt in endleſs Night : And with- 
out that active and enlivening Qua- 
1 lity of the Other, by which we 
| are aſſured that his Mortal . ſhall 
| s on Immortality, it had been 
appy for us an eternal Chaos had | 
always prevailed; for the Apoſtle 
very juſtly obſerves, if in this Life 
only we have Hope in Chriſt, we 
are of all Men moſt miſerable. 1 Cor. 
15. 19. | 


: To 


. 

To the Moon likewiſe, and the 
Stars, we are greatly indebted, for 
the late happy Improvements in 
Navigation ; a Science of infinite 
Uſe, as well as Profit, to this our 
Illand. By this we enjoy all the 
Riches both of the Torrid and 
Frigid Zones, without enduring 
the ſcorching Heat of the one, or 
the ſevere Inclemency of the 
other. By this we procure the 
Gold of Africa, the Gums of 
Arabia, and fetch home Naval 
Stores from the Pole. In ſhort, 
What is there produc'd in any Part 
of the Globe, for Uſe, Ornament, 
or Pleaſure, that we do not enjoy 
in its 8 Extent 2 Not to 
mention the infinite Riches re- 
dounding to ourſelves, by ſcat- 
tering abroad the Superfluities of 
this our Land, which we are not. 
able to Wee, — Fer the 
Bleſſings, and many more, are 
| we 


CE m3 
we indebted to thoſe Luminaries, 
without whoſe friendly Aid and 
Aſſiſtance, it is utterly impoſſible 

to traverſe the pathleſs, I had 
almoſt faid impervious, Ocean. 
Let but the Moon withdraw her 
Light, and the Stars theirShining ; 
what avails the Skill of the Pilot 
to bring him to the wiſhd-for 
Haven? What has he then. to de- 
pend upon, but God's good Provi- 
dence, to reſcue him from the 
Fury of the Winds, and to preſerve 
him from being ſwallow'd up in 
the profound Abyſs? Neither the 
Bulk nor Strength of the Ship, 
nor the Number of Hands, nor 
_ Skilfulneſs of the Mariners, are a 
ſufficient Safe guard; as we are but 
too well convinc d, from the late 
fatal Experience of * a ſtupendous 
Specimen of the Art o Man. 


But great as it was, in the Hand of 
Provi- 


* The Victory, a- Firſt-Rate Man of War, lot i in 
the Year 1744, wherein Admiral Balchen, with above 


u thouſand Souls, periſhed. 


E 
Providence it was ſcatter'd like 
Duſt before the Wind, and the 
place thereof could no where be 
found. Truly ſorry I am, if 
this renew the Grief of any un- 
happy Widow, or unfortunate 

Orphan; But it is neceſſary to 
point out the Steps Providence 
ſeems to have taken to bring us 
to Repentance. 85 


Had wie reaſon d upon this great 
Calamity, as our Saviour did upon 
a {ſimilar Mis fortune, which befel 

ſome of the Inhabitants of Jeru- 
ſalem in his Time, I am willing 
to hope it had been better for us. 
Thoſe eighteen upon whom the 
Tower in Siloam fell, and flew 
them, think ye that they were Sin- 
ners above all Men that dwelt in je- 
ruſalem ? I tell you nay ; but except 


ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 


Luke xüi. 4, 5. 


5 


(14 ) 


Had we drawn the ſame Con- 
cluſion from the fatal Accident 
I have mention d, and ated agree- 
able to our Saviour s Admonition, 
we. might have hop'd the great 
Afflictions we have ſince labour d 
under had never overtaxen us. 
And if ſo, we ſhould have had 
very great Reaſon to thank God 
for that his gentle Correction (for 
ſuch I muſt beg Leave to call it) 
in Compariſon of what this Nation 
has ſince ſuffer d by the late horrid 
Rebellion, and 42 peſtilential Di- 
ſtemper amongſt = Cattle. But 
howeyer ſevere God 8 Dealings 
with us may appear; yet ſtill be 
aſſured ! it is for our Good, for his 


Mercy endureth for ever. 


But to return to the Method pur- 
ſu d by the Pſalmiſt, who not only 
proceeds to bleſs God, for bring- 
ing Urael out of Egypt, with a 


ſtrong 


( 3 


ſtrong Hand and ſtretched-out Arm, ; 


dividing the Red Sea in tuo Parts, 
and making them paſs through the 
Midft of it, but overthrowing Pha- 
roah and all his Hoſt. He then 
goes on to bleſs God, for ſlaying 
mighty Kings for their Sakes, Sihon 
King of the Amorites, and Og the 


King of Baſhan, and giving their 


Land for an Heritage, even an 


Heritage unto Irael his Servant. 


He likewiſe bleſſes God for remem- 


bering them in their low Eſtate, and 


redeeming them from their Enemies, 
* And concludes with a general 
Thankſgiving for his giving Food 
to all Fleſh, O give thanks unto 
the God of Heaven, for his Mercy 


endureth for ever. 


And if we will but give our- 
| ſelves Leave to attend and reflect 


8 a 


| ; F. alm exxxvi, II, and the following Verſes. 5 


| 
: 
| 
{ 
| 
| 


n 
a little, I believe it will appear, 
that we have as much Renlen as 
they had, to bleſs God for his ma- 
nifold Mercies towards Us. For 
tho' he has not divided the Sea 
for us to paſs through, to eſcape 
the Fury of our Enemies, yet he 
has been pleaſed to ſeperate us 
from them, by an Ocean they have 
not hitherto been able to paſs over; 
and which ſerves not only as a 
Bulwark againſt our Enemies, but, 
as I obſervd before, for an inex- 
hauſtible Fund of Riches to Our- 
ſelves. = 5 


Nations indeed have not been 
drove out, to give us their Land; 
but what a Bleſſing is it that Ty- 
rants have not been permitted to 
rule over us! On the contrary, 
we are in that Reſpect, deſervedly 
the Envy of all the Kingdoms up- 
on Earth. So that we may be al- 
low'd to cry out in Raptures of 

„ „„ 


99 
praiſe and Thankſgiving, What 
Nation has ſo bo a God as our 
God ? And 8 4 People bleſs'd 
with ſo gracious a Prince as Ours, 
His Wa here below 4 


The Goodneſs of God has bi. 
cherto been always pleaſed to re- 
member our low Eſtate, and deli- 

ver us both from foreign and do- 
meſtick Enemies, whenever they 
were likely to oppreſs us. Inſtan- 
ces of this Kind are innumerable; 
but none more particular than that 
of bringing about the Glorious Re- 
volution in ſo miraculous a Man- 
ner, and eſtabliſhing the preſent 
Royal Family upon the Throne 
of theſe Kingdoms with ſo little 

| Bloodſhed. — People of all 

Ranks are equally Partakers of 
theſe ineſtimable Bleſſings, and he 
under equal Obligations of Duty 
and Grarirade, to give Thanks un- 

To 


* 


#5 
to God Lal theſe his Meſeies to- 
wards un. . Ton f 


ad 8 bo WE Edo 3 
to the common Bleſſings. of, Provi- 
dence, we ſhall find, that they are 
not leſs wonderful od aſtonaſhing ; 


and the Goodneſs of God does not 


leſs ſhine forth in them, than in the 
greater Manifeſtations of us Power, 


| The Holz pfalmiſt does not for- 
get to bleſs God for his g giving 
Food to all Fleſh. Let not then 
the Commoneſs of Health, Food, 


and Raiment, leſſen the Value of ; 


theſe Things: For tho the Good- 
neſs of God is ſuch, that he de- 
nies thoſe Bleſſings but to few of 
his Creatures; yet, when he does 
think fit -to with-hold - them, he 
thereby inflicts the greateſt tem- 
poral Puniſhment, rendering Life, . 


_ and lipid. þ 35 % | LO be 5 i by 
We 


am. gd AS Saco d. MO. . oe A. 
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"9 7 
We are not, — we cannot, be 
fully ſenſible of the numberleſs 
Accidents and Dangers to which 
we are continually expoſed ; and 
from which the Divine Power 
and Foreſight can only protect 
us. Yet if we do but eſtimate 
the Multitude of hidden Dan- 
gers hanging over our Heads, by 
the Variety of viſible ones which 
we eſcape, we have ſurely great 

Reaſon to give Thanks unto the 
Lord for theſe his continual Mer- 
cies, _Mercies ever undeſerved. — 

And this'is a further Conſideration 
to enhance their Value; — a further 
Conſideration to induce us ſincerely 
to. reverence and adore the Giver. 
And if we have any Spark of Grati- 
| tude to ourBenefactor, or any Senſe 
of Shame, we ſhall make a ſuitable 
Return, by leaving Ungodlineſs, 
and all Worldly Luſts, and turning 
unto the Lord our God, with all 
our Hearts, and all our Souls. 


But 


( 20 ) 


But if your Minds are ſo dull 
as not to be affected with the com- 
mon Diſpenſations of Providence, 
ſurely the extraordinary and pub- 
lick ones, {ome of which I ve 


already mention d, cannot but 


rouſe you out of this State of In- 
ſenſibility. Think on the Miſe- 


ries and Calamities of our neigh- 


bouring Nations. — Think on 


the Outrages and Cruelties, neceſ- 
ſarily attendant upon War, that 
Scourge of Mankind. — Think 
on the ſacking of Towns, and the 
on and aſtoniſhing Barbarities 
conſequent thereon, too groſs to 
be mention'd in tender and com- 
paſſionate Ears. Think but ſeri- 
ouſly, I ſay, on theſe Things, and 
then tell me whether you have 
not great Reaſon to be thankful ? 
Nay, compare your own Situation 
with that both of the Northern 
and Southern Parts of this King- 


dom ; 


«a> Aw ad oe ootoas:.... 


1 OT 


dom ; and conſider, you, of this : 


Part of the Country, were not 
harraſs'd with the late ruinous and 
deſtructive Inſurrection; nor have 


ag as yet, been impoveriſh'd E 
by the preſent Peſtilential Diſtem- 
per amongſt the Cattle : Theſe 

are Things that nearly affect 


every one preſent. lou cannot 


but be thoroughly ſenſible of the 


imminent Danger you are EEE i 
You cannot but lee inevitable Ru- 


in to yourſelves and Families, if 
this Plague is not ſtayed. 8 The 
Art of Man has hitherto been tri- 


ed in vain. Of whom then muſt 


we ſeek for Succour but of Thee 
O Lord, who, for our Sins, art 
juſtly diſpleaſed. And who knows 
but the Long-ſuffering of God, 


which waited in the Days of Noah 5 
while the Ark was preparing, may 


at this Time be waiting for n; 
and God grant that 1 it may have a 


better 


* 1 Pet, hi. 20. 
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En 

better Effect upon our Lives and 
Actions than it had upon heir. 
For I can ſee no Reaſon, why we 
of this Part of the Country ſhould 
be more faveurably dealt with 
than our Neighbours. Are we 
better than they? Or have the 
Misfortunes which they have un- 
dergone had ſo much Influence 
upon us, as to make us live more 
Righteouſly and Godly than be- 
fore? Or rather, has not the 
gradual and ſlow Approach of the 
Diſtemper, leſſen d the Dread of 
it, and almoſt flatter d us with the 
Hopes of eſcaping it, rather than 
filI'd our Churches, or kindled our 
Devotions into more fervent Zeal? 
Whatever you may think now, 
theſe are Things worthy your moſt 
ſerious Conſideration ; and God 
grant you may not one Day have 
roo much Reaſon to be of my 


Mind. Re 


Let 


(- 23 3 


Let me then prevail with you 55 
to take hold of the preſent Oppor- 
tunity (you that have not done it 
already) of breaking off your 


Sins by Repentance, and turning 


unto the Lord your God; and 
who knows but his Anger may be 


turned away from you, 


But if the Fear of puniſhment 


can make no Impreſſion upon you, 


let Gratitude, that diſtinguiſhing 
Characteriſtic of the Brave and 
Virtuous, induce you to make 


great Good- 


ſome Returns for God's g 


neſs in giving you the late prodi- 
gious Increaſe, and the Fruits of 


DO 


the Earth in due Seaſon, when 


many other Parts of Europe are 


threatned with a dreadful Famine, 


as well as harraſs d with a ruinous 


War. TheſcBleſſings are particularly 


C - 


2, 


A 
calculated for the Capacity of the 
Husbandman; and if they have 


not the Effect which Providence 


ſeems to have intended, I am 
afraid our Puniſhment will be as 
ſingular as theirs. 


Bier now before your Eyes 


the Puniſhments threatned, and 
the Mercies already. ed; "I « 


neither of which can ſo work upon 
your Paſſion of Fear, or Love, as 
to make you amend your Lives, 
What have you to expect, but the 


fearful Looking for of Wrath to 


come? What have you to expect. 


I tremble at the Thought. — But 
Plague, Famine, and the Sword, 


thoſe Miniſters of God's uſt Indig- 


nation and Anger? This, I am 


afraid, will be the Conſequence of . 


that Hirdnels of Heart I have 
been deſcribing, but would not 
be 


. 
be underſtood to inſinuate, as if 1 

thought it more particularly appli- 
cable to you than the reſt of your 
| Neighbours; yet it muſt be allow'd 
that theſe Conſiderations. are pro- 
per Motives to firengthen the good 
Reſolutions you are going to make; 
. and to kind e your Devotions into 
more fervent Zeal of praiſe and 


Thankſgiving. 


We are Standen to ſhew 
forth God's Praiſe, not only with 
our Lips, but in our Lives, that 
other Men ſeeing our good Works, > 
may glorify our Father which 1s 
in Heaven. That we being an 
Example to others, may induce 
them to praiſe and glorify God, by 
the ſame Means, by their Lives 
and Converſations : It is a Duty 
therefore incumbent upon every 
Man to take Heed to himſelf, not 
to derogate from God's Honour 
and Glory, or undermine Religion 


* by 


e 
by his Words or Writings; or idly. 


ſquander away in Luxury and Ex: 
nlp: the ene of Plenty. 


\The Jews. were Pe com- 


3 manded to lay up in Store, Man- 


na againſt the ſeventh Day, when 
they were in the Wilderneſs, and 


alſo all Manner of Proviſion againſt 
the Sabbatical Year, becauſe in 


that Year it was prohibited to till 


the Ground; Providence therefore 
was pleaſed to provide that every 


ſixth Year ſhould be more than 
ordinarily fruitful on that Account. 


Ought not we then, by Parity = 
| Reaſon, to ſhew our Gratitude and 
Senſe of God's Mercies, by laying 
up ſome Part of our Abundance 
in this Seaſon of Plenty; leſt it 
ſhould pleaſe him to ſend us a Sea- 


ſon of greater Scarcity ; y S0 that 


our Hearts may always rejoice, 


and, without repining, chearfully 


: ſubmir to his Will and Pleaſure. 
Beides, 


e 


Beſides, we ought to remem- 


ber, that it is neither apreeable eo - 


God's Wiſdom or Goodneſs, always 
to indulge us with Plenty, but 
ſometimes to correct us with Ab- 
ſtinence; ſo that one plentiful 
Vear is a Padma Reaſon to expect 
the next leſs ſo, to temper the 
whole; and I Ae ſay, every one's 
own Obſervation willcor confirm this 
Manner of Reaſoning. - 


Let not the Prodigal then pre- 
tend that this Way of acting is 
ſhewing a Diſtruſt of God's provi- 
dential Care over us, but what he 
abſolutely expects from the ratio- 
nal Part of the Creation. Where- 
fore Solomon recommends a provi- 
dent Inſect as our Pattern. Go to 
the Ant, thou Slug gard, — der 
her 1. ays and be ws oh 


And 


s Proverbs, vi. 6. 


( 28.) 


And this prudent Frugality is 


no leſs neceſſary to enable us to 
praiſe God in doing Acts of Cha- 
n ty, that moſt diſtinguiſhing Vir- 
tue of a Chriſtian, without which 


all other Things are nothing 
worth, or rather in which all o- 
ther Virtues are compriſed. Hap- . 


py then are they that have the 


Means of it in their Power, and 
happy are the Indigent, that God 


Vas pleaſed to make it a Duty in 


the Rich ſo· neceſſary to Salvation. 
Both the Receiver therefore and 


the Giver, have great Reaſon to 
praiſe God for his Goodneſs to- 
wards them; the One that he has 


been relie vd, and the Other that 


he has it in his Power to exerciſe 


ſo God. lke a Virtue. And ſurely 


in this Time of Plenty, and on 


the preſent Occaſion, 1t 1s moſt 
natural to expect ny to a- 
bound. The Jews were forbid to 


begin 


„ 


begin to 1 their Corn, before 


they had offered one Sheaf and 
two Wave-Loaves to the Lord. 


And ſurely we ſhall be inexcuſable 
if we make no Acknowledgments, 
after we have reap d ſo plentiful a 


- Harveſt in fo fine a Seaſon. Let 


us not then negle& the preſent 
Opportunity, when our. Hearts 


cannot but {well with Gratitude. 


They are highly blamed in 
Scripture, who regard not the 
Work of the Lord, nor conſider the 
Operations of his Hands (Pf. xxviii, 


"©; who looketh not up to him, 
who ſitteth in Heaven above, and 


beholdeth all the Dwellers upon 


Farth; and ordereth every Thing 


that falls out among them, accord- 


ing to the Rules of a moſt exqui- 


fite and unſearchable Wiſdom. 


| without any Regard, is Robbing 


The Paſſing over ſuch Things 
God 
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God of the Glory of his Works, 
and the Praiſe that is due to him; 
as well as depriving ourſelves of 
the Benefit and Comfort, that we 
might, and ought to take in the 
performance of ſo excellent and 
noble a Duty, as that of render- 
ing Praiſe and Honour and Thankſ- 


giving to our Great Creator. 


| Theſe are ſome, among many 
other Motives not touch d upon, 
to induce us to be thankful unto 
God, the Author and Giver of all 
we poſſeſs. And the chief Way 
to be ſo is, (as I hinted before) to 
live Righteouſſy and Godly in this 
preſent World; duly to receive 
che Sacrament of the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, as often as we 
can, with a thankful Remem- 
brance of his Death, and to be 
in Charity with all Men; ſo ſhall _ 

We be meet Partakers 947 theſe 
Holy 


— 4 


W 
Holy Myſteries. — And Grant, 


Lord, that we may receive both 


the ordinary and extraordinary 
Benefits thereof; to Thy Honour 
and Glory, and the Furtherance of 
our own Salvation. 92 
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